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Sefton Public Engagement and Consultation Panel 
 

Meeting held on Friday 15 March 2019 
Commencing at 10.00 a.m. in the Committee Room at Bootle Town Hall. 

 
 
 Present:  
  
Councillor Paulette Lappin (Chair) 
Councillor Leslie Byrom  
Councillor Lynne Thompson 
Dr Mike Homfray – VCF Sector & Equalities Representative 
Lyn Cooke – Communications & Engagement Manager, South Sefton and Southport 
& Formby CCG 
Wendy Anderson – Healthwatch Sefton 
Jayne Vincent, Consultation & Engagement Lead 
Dan Grice, Communications and Engagement Manager, Sefton Health & Care 
Transformation Partnership 
Andrew Dunsmore, Highways and Public Protection 
Andrea O’Connor, Planning Department 
Heather Jago, Regeneration Team 
Tara Scott, Strategic Support 
Helen Armitage, Public Health 
Rachel Northover, Coast & Countryside Officer, Green Sefton 
 
Also in attendance:  Ms Geralyn Lennon, member of the public 
 
 
 

Apologies: 
 
Councillor Mhairi Doyle, MBE 
Councillor Janis Blackburne (Substitute Member) 
Nigel Bellamy - VCF Sector Representative 
Wendy Kenyon – Merseyside Fire & Rescue Service – Diversity, Engagement & 
Consultation Manager MFRA 
 
 
 

 

 

Action 

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Blackburne 
and Doyle, Nigel Bellamy, and Wendy Kenyon.  

The Panel would like to pass on good wishes for a speedy recovery 
to Nigel Bellamy 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

 

 

Jayne Vincent 
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Action 

No declarations of any disclosable pecuniary interests or personal 
interests were received. 

3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  

RESOLVED: 
 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 15 February 2019 are 
accurate. 
No matters arising.  

 

5. PROPOSAL TO UNDERTAKE PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT AND 

CONSULTATION ACTIVITY – CROSBY COASTAL PARK 

MASTER PLAN 

The Panel considered the report of the Principal Coast & 

Countryside Officer which informed the Panel of the proposal to 

engage and consult (in a ‘single consultation’) the following 

initiatives: 

• Draft Crosby Coastal Park Masterplan – land use planning 
and development 

• Vision for Crosby Coastal Park – Green Sefton’s stewardship 
of the park 

• ‘Pre-application’ consultation on Crosby Coastal Defence 
Scheme. 
 

The report highlighted that at the meeting of the Public 

Engagement and Consultation Panel on the 26th November 2018, 

the Panel considered a report on the plan to develop a consultation 

plan for the Crosby Coastal Sea Defences and the Panel agreed 

that there was a need to coordinate these proposals with the 

Supplementary Planning Document for the park. 

As Sefton Council was planning to have several consultations for 

the same location, it was felt that there was a need to coordinate 

the proposals to allow local residents to easily make the 

connections between these initiatives and to avoid consultation 

fatigue.    

The consultation on the Masterplan will commence in May and prior 

to that a pre/soft consultation process will be undertaken with 

statutory bodies and key stakeholders (such as Natural England) 
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during March and April to inform the consultation material and 

process. 

The proforma included the target audiences and the methodology 

to engage the audience and was supported by a communications 

and engagement plan. 

Dr M Homfray, VCF Sector and Equalities Representative, 

suggested that social media could be used to engage with the wide 

number of groups who have an interest in the Coast and the 

geographically area. 

Cllr P Lappin agreed that there are several discussion groups who 

have an interest and volunteer in the area, for example, Friend and 

Coastal groups, Community Associations. 

RESOLVED: That 

 

(1) the engagement and consultation plan for the proposed 

consultation and engagement plan for the Crosby Coastal 

Park/Vision be considered and agreed; and  

(2) the officers be requested to return to the Panel to provide details 

of their feedback and evaluation resulting from the above 

consultation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rachel 
Northover 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rachel 
Northover 

6. PROPOSAL TO UNDERTAKE PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT AND 

CONSULTATION ACTIVITY – A565 CROSBY ROAD NORTH 

AND GREAT GEORGES ROAD JUNCTION IMPROVEMENTS 

AND CYCLE ROUTE. 

The Panel considered the report of the Team Leader Regulatory 

and Compliance of Highways and Public Protection which informed 

Members of the consultation plans being developed regarding the 

A565 Crosby Road North and Great Georges Road Junction 

Improvements and Cycle Route.  

The report indicated that proposals have been developed for 

improvements to the junction of Great Georges Road and the A565 

Crosby Road North.  This would include the restrictions on certain 

movements with the intention of improving the traffic flow, 

improving the crossing facilities and reducing accidents at the 

junction.  The proposals also include the introduction of a cycle lane 
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within Great Georges Road to create a link within Crosby Marine 

Park and the junction. 

The consultation has been designed with the Church Ward Elected 

Members and will promote the benefits to the scheme for road user, 

residents, cyclists and the wider public and will also provide an 

opportunity to hear views about the proposed scheme.   

It is proposed to commence the consultation on the 7th May and 

end on the 7th June 2019. 

The consultation proforma outlines the target audience and the 

proposed methodology and is supported by a communications 

plan. 

L. Cooke, CCG representative asked if the consultation plans are 

being worked up with Ward Cllrs to help reach businesses and 

residents who might be adversely affected? 

A. Dunsmore replied that this is the case and that a boundary is 

being drawn up to help identify who might be affected by the 

proposal. 

Cllr P. Lappin suggested to contact the Church Ward Forum and 

other groups in the area. 

Dr M Homfray asked how far is the letter drop for residents and 

businesses as in the nearby vicinity there are instances where 

cyclists are riding on the pavement and local residents would like 

to give their views on the proposal.  Dr M. Homfray advised that 

pedestrians and cyclists don’t always have the same views and it 

is important to capture all views. 

Cllr P. Lappin advised that it is both an education and enforcement 

issue. 

A. Dunsmore advised that they will be careful to work out the 
detail and the design of the consultation with Ward Cllrs. 

 

Cllr L. Byrom asked whether there had been discussions with 

Crosby Police Station. 

A. Dunsmore responded to say that no discussions had taken 
place yet, but they intend to talk to both the police and the fire 
service in the locality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew 
Dunsmore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew 
Dunsmore 
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J. Vincent suggested that there should be a map of the junction 

with the information and at the engagement sessions. 

J. Vincent suggested that although there was a ‘preferred option’ 

all information about any options that have been discounted 

should be available for public information, with reasons as to why 

they are deemed not suitable. 

A. Dunsmore is preparing a briefing note and will share with J. 

Vincent. 

J. Vincent advised that the survey for completion should have the 

GDPR privacy notice and consent prior to the questions.  Jayne to 

send Andrew the GDPR Guidance. 

 
RESOLVED: That 

(1) the public engagement and consultation plan for the A565 

Crosby Road North and Great Georges Road Junction 

Improvements and Cycle Route be considered and agreed; and  

(2) the officers be requested to return to the Panel to provide details 

of their feedback and evaluation resulting from the above 

consultation.  

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew 
Dunsmore 

 

Jayne Vincent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. PROPOSAL TO UNDERTAKE PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT AND 

CONSULTATION ACTIVITY – TO INFORM SEFTON’S HEALTH 

AND WELLBEING STRATEGY 2020-2025 AND OTHER 

RELEVANT STRATGY/POLICY DEVELOPMENTS SUCH AS 

THE CHILDREN’S PLAN AND THE NHS LONG TERM PLAN. 

The Panel considered the report of the Public Health Consultant on 

behalf of the Sefton Health and Wellbeing Board Strategy Group 

which informed Members of the consultation plans being 

developed regarding Sefton’s Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2020-

2025.  

The report indicated that proposals have been developed as part 

of the refresh of the Health and Wellbeing Strategy, which along 

with the Sefton Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA), the 

Health and Wellbeing Board have a statutory duty to produce.  An 

updated version of the JSNA was published in 2018. 

The Panel were informed that a sub-group of the Health and 

Wellbeing Board has been established to oversee development of 

the new strategy and to develop a collaborative approach to the 

engagement, which will affirm a common purpose, reduce 
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duplication and improve the experience of consultees.  Core 

membership comprises senior representatives from Sefton Council 

Public Health, Commissioning and Social Care, Healthwatch 

Sefton, Sefton CVS and NHS England. 

The proforma included information on the engagement channels 

and methods and how the engagement programme will consider 

and mitigate any inclusion and access barriers.  A timetable from 

March – Sept 2019 outlined the intended process. 

Dr M. Homfray thought that although a streamlined consultation 

document could be completed, he thought that the engagement 

with the equalities groups could mirror the consultation in 2012, but 

also be strengthened, in that there was specific engagement and 

reporting for all the protected characteristics. 

L. Cooke felt that working together with the Clinical Commissioning 

Groups is important for residents and will have access to feedback 

from other engagement events that could support the process. 

L. Cooke would like to see how the questionnaire is developed and 

how to talk about the three plans in a way that makes it easy as 

possible for consultees to participate. 

L. Cooke asked for the plans to also be shared through the 

Engaging Patients Experience Group (EPEG). 

J. Vincent agreed that the organisations who attend EPEG can 

contribute to the plans and with the engagement process. 

W. Anderson confirmed that Healthwatch Sefton will be involved in 

this work and there is opportunity to link up with the Healthwatch 

Champion Groups. 

J. Vincent mentioned that she had discussed the intention to 

consult on the Health and Wellbeing Strategy at the Improving 

Information Group earlier in the week and they advised that the 

materials should also be in other accessible formats, that People 

First, SPOC Older People’s Forum and the Sefton Visually 

Impaired group should be engaged with.  They also suggested that 

there will be a lot of feedback from the 2030 Vision consultation 

and the Local Plan that should be considered. 

Cllr p. Lappin asked for the questionnaire and other materials to be 

brought back to the meeting of the Panel in May. 

RESOLVED: That 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen Armitage 

 

 

 

L. Cooke 

 

 

 

Helen Armitage 

 

Helen Armitage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen Armitage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen Armitage 
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(1) the public engagement and consultation plan for the Sefton 

Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2020 – 2025 be considered and 

agreed; and  

(2) the officers be requested to return to the Panel to provide details 

of their feedback and evaluation resulting from the above 

consultation. 

 

8. PROPOSAL TO UNDERTAKE PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT AND 

CONSULTATION ACTIVITY – FUTURE HIGH STREET FUND – 

VERBAL UPDATE. 

The Panel considered a verbal report of the Strategic 

Commissioner, Regeneration and Housing on which informed 

Members of the opportunity for the Council to submit a bid to the 

Future High Street Fund. 

It was reported that the Future High Street Fund was part of the 

Government’s budget in 2018; to develop and support high street’s 

in decline.  Local Authorities can identify up to 2 town centres to be 

considered for the fund.  After reviewing the bidding criteria, the 

Council has agreed to apply to the fund for Southport Town Centre 

and Crosby Village. 

It was reported that it is a two-stage process, with the first stage 

being an expression of interest by the 22nd March 2019, which 

should include some idea for the Vision and Strategy of the town 

centres.  The work undertaken as part of the Town Centre 

Investment Frameworks and the Vision 2030 will support the 

applications.  If successful at stage 1, there will be between 6 – 12 

months to prepare and develop the bid for stage 2. 

The Panel were asked about how to move forward effectively? 

Cllr P. Lappin advised that any consultation plan for Stage 2 should 

be developed and be presented to the Panel for consideration and 

advised to liaise with the Consultation and Engagement Lead on 

this. 

Cllr P. Lappin thought that using the information from the 

Frameworks should help but also the feedback from the Sefton 

Health and Wellbeing Strategy. 
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Dr M. Homfray advised that it was important to not ‘reinvent the 

wheel’ – that the existing information and feedback should be used. 

Asking people, the same information again is not helpful. 

J. Vincent agreed that there was a lot of information and feedback 

from the Investment Frameworks and 2030 Vision and to consider 

looking at what needs further exploration and to re-engage with the 

groups who took part and identify where there might be gaps – for 

example young people. 

RESOLVED: That 

(1) the officers be requested to return to the Panel to provide details 

of their consultation and engagement plans for Stage 2, if 

successful at Stage 1. 

9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

EConsultation Tender 

J. Vincent reported that the Council has just completed a tender 

process for the online eConsultation system and associated 

support.  A deployment process is being undertaken and the new 

system will be in place from the 1st April, with training being 

provided for 10 staff. 

Dr M. Homfray asked for a demonstration of the new system at the 

next meeting of the Panel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jayne Vincent 

10. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Panel will be held on Friday 15 May 

2019, at 10.00 a.m., in the Committee Room at Bootle Town Hall.  

 

 

 

 


